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Vision
“We understand the realities of living together. We all
agree that people have differences but we all know
that at the end of the day the South African
community and the migrant community share a
common humanity. We share common concerns for
our families, raising our kids in a safe environment,
aspiring for better lives. We have to unite to achieve
these dreams.”

~ © Pingo 2011

“We like to work locally, with local communities, because violence always starts
where local leaders are tempted by xenophobia to win over their constituencies. But
we also need to work nationally, as many things cannot be solved locally.”

Issue of street trading

“You enter a city and you have to survive, you have to have an entry point, and for me
selling on the streets was such an entry point. Sure, a country cannot allow people to
sell anywhere, but we need to actually give the strength to people to organize so that

they don't litter and they contribute to society.

When we came here in ‘97, all of the Ivorians were selling on the streets. Today some
are lecturers at Universities, some are medical doctors, I'm an engineer... we are no
longer in the street. You need to find a way to just help people to get that entry point.

No one wants to stay on the streets, it's raining on you, you are facing the violence, the
criminals... so you don’'t want to be on the street for sure but you are obliged because

you have to survive. And that, | think our government doesn’t get it.”
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